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 The Community Relations Committee of the Judicial Conference of Indiana met 

at the Hilton North Hotel in Indianapolis on December 11, 2009. 

 

 

1. Members present.  The following members of the Community Relations 

Committee were present:  James Ahler, Kim Hall, Kathleen Lang, David Najjar, 

and Gail Bardach, chair. 

 

2. Staff assistance.  Jenny Bauer and Kathryn Dolan provided staff assistance to the 

Committee. 

 

3. Approval of minutes.  The minutes from the August 2009 meeting were 

approved. 

 

4. Public Service Announcements.  Kathryn Dolan reported that she received a 

request from a new judge for help with doing a public service announcement.  

Jenny Bauer explained that the committee prepared short PSA scripts that were 

included in the Community Relations Guide for Judges in 2003.  Ms. Dolan said it 

would be difficult to provide video assistance of broadcast quality, but could do 

something that would be “web” quality.  Ms. Dolan suggested that she and Ms. 

Bauer work with the inquiring judge to determine if he needs help with filming.  

Judge Lang suggested having one of the Indiana Supreme Court justices record a 

radio announcement promoting jury duty.  She said that she would contact Chief 

Justice Shepard about the radio spot.     

 

5. Fire Brigade Issues.  Kathryn Dolan reported that there have been two recent 

calls for Fire Brigade assistance.  She said the first issue involved the case of an 

attorney that was arrested for trafficking gummybears to a jail inmate.  She said 

that the reporter had several inaccuracies in the stories about thy arrest and the 

judge wanted help explaining court procedure to the reporter.  Judge Bardach 

volunteered to contact the judge and provide assistance.  Ms. Dolan said that the 

second issue involved a murder case in southeast Indiana where a 14 year old boy 

is accused of killing his brother.  The judge called asking for help with a gag 

order issue.  Judge Bardach commented that the next law school for journalists 

should be held in southern Indiana in light of the recent Fire Brigade activity.   

 

6. Law School for Journalists.  Kathryn Dolan reported that a regional Law School 

for Journalists was held in LaPorte on August 24
th

.  The session covered general 

topics of interest to reporters and focused on criminal, civil and juvenile 

proceedings.  The session speakers were Kathryn Dolan, Judge Gail Bardach, 

Judge Kathleen Lang and a local attorney.  Ms. Dolan reported that 22 journalists 

attended the event.  She also said that there is interest in doing a similar training 



event in Indianapolis, with a possible “advanced session” for more experienced 

reporters. 

 

7. Strategic Planning.  Kathryn Dolan reported that Judge Terry Shewmaker and 

Judge Mark Stoner, chairs of the Judicial Conference Strategic Planning 

Committee, offered to meet with reporters and explain the strategic plan released 

by the committee. 

 

8. Next meeting.  The next meeting of the Community Relations Committee will be 

March 12, 2010. 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 

Jenny Bauer 

Staff Attorney 

Indiana Judicial Center 

 

 

 

 

 


